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Activities Report from Pediatric Policy Council (PPC) 

1. Organization 

Current PPC leadership is as follows: 
 

Shetal Shah, MD, chair (term: October 1, 2020 – December 31, 2022) 
 

Academic Pediatric Association 

Mona Patel, MD 

Jean Raphael, MD, MPH 
 

American Pediatric Society 

Jonathan Davis, MD 

DeWayne Pursley, MD, MPH 
 

Association of Medical School Pediatric Department Chairs 

Tina Cheng, MD, MPH 

Michael Artman, MD 
 

Society for Pediatric Research 

Joyce Javier, MD 

Lois Lee, MD, MPH 

 

Staff from American Academy of Pediatrics: 
 

James Baumberger, MPP, Senior Director, Federal Advocacy 

Matt Mariani, Policy Associate, Federal Advocacy   

2. PPC Leadership Update 

In August 2020, the PPC elected Shetal Shah, MD, to serve as the next chair of the Pediatric Policy 

Council. He has succeeded Scott Denne, MD, who served as the PPC chair beginning in September 2018. 

The PPC is grateful to Dr. Denne for his service, which also includes 6 years as a representative to the 

PPC from the American Pediatric Society prior to serving as chair. Dr. Shah previously served as a 

representative to the PPC from the Society for Pediatric Research beginning in 2016.   

3. Current PPC Policy Priorities 

The PPC is currently updating its policy priorities for 2021 to prepare for child health advocacy 

opportunities under a new presidential administration and Democratic Congress. The updated priorities 

are expected to incorporate a greater focus on racial equity and the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic 
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on children and families. The PPC's current priorities, which have served as the foundation for the 

updated priorities document, are as follows: 

• Improving Health Care: Achieve coverage for and access to quality health care services for all 
children, including mental health care 

• Expanding Health Research: Improve medical treatments and health services for children through 

pediatric research  

• Improving the Resources for Socially, Developmentally, and Nutritionally Vulnerable Children: 

Increase focus on both the social and physical determinants of health for children to achieve better 

outcomes over the lifespan 

• Strengthening the Next Generation of Researchers: Develop a strong workforce of early career 

researchers to ensure that advances in pediatric research continue to be made 

Each year, the PPC issues a list of broad policy priorities that are informed by discussions between the 

PPC representatives and their organizations' leadership and advocacy committees. The policy priorities 

exist to guide, rather than limit, the PPC representatives as they discuss and respond to various policy 

issues. Many of the PPC’s policy priorities are developed through discussions during monthly 

conference calls of the PPC representatives.  

 

Major areas of focus for the PPC within these priorities include advancing policies to protect child 

health and improve pediatric research during the COVID-19 pandemic; ensuring effective 

implementation of policies requiring children be included in biomedical research at the National 

Institutes of Health (NIH); reducing gun violence by advocating funding for public health research of the 

issue; and engaging with the federal government to ensure an effective response to the opioid 

epidemic with a focus on maternal-infant and child health implications.  

4. PPC Issues Policy Commentaries in Pediatric Research 

Beginning in January 2016, the PPC began developing and submitting policy commentaries on scientific 

articles published in the journal Pediatric Research. To date, there have been nearly 40 policy 

commentaries published. Published commentaries include: 

 

• April 6, 2021: Vivek Balasubramaniam, MD, Lois Lee, MD, MPH, and Joyce Javier, MD, MPH, MS, 

A new paradigm in bench to bedside research, with a stop in the dusty pharmaceutical cabinet? 

• March 2, 2021: Jean Raphael, MD, MPH, Woodie Kessel, MD, MPH, and Mona Patel, MD, 

Unintended consequences of restrictive visitation policies during the COVID-19 pandemic: 

implications for hospitalized children 

• February 9, 2021: Yarden Fraiman, MD, Jonathan Litt, MD, MPH, Jonathan Davis, MD, and 

DeWayne Pursley, MD, MPH, Racial and ethnic disparities in adult COVID-19 and the future 

impact on child health  

• January 19, 2021: Zachary Adams, MD, and Scott Denne, MD, Improving care for adolescents 
with substance use disorder: more than screening 

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41390-021-01482-x
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41390-021-01439-0
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41390-021-01439-0
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41390-021-01377-x
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41390-021-01377-x
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41390-020-01314-4
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41390-020-01314-4
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• November 20, 2020: Shetal Shah, MD, Alice Kuo, MD, and Heather Brumberg, MD, MPH, First 
aid for Medicaid: losses in children’s health insurance  

• September 17, 2020: Mona Patel, MD, and Jean Raphael, MD, MPH, Acute-on-chronic stress in 
the time of COVID-19: assessment considerations for vulnerable youth populations  

• September 17, 2020: Leslie R. Walker-Harding, MD, Clifford W. Bogue, MD, Karen D. Hendricks-
Munoz, MD, MPH, Jean L. Raphael MD, MPH, and Joseph L. Wright, MD, MPH, “Challenges and 
opportunities in academic medicine” APS racism series: at the intersection of equity, science, 
and social justice 

• September 11, 2020: Steven Abman, MD, “Holistic Promotion of Scholarship and 
Advancement” APS racism series: at the intersection of equity, science, and social justice 

• September 11, 2020: Joseph L. Wright, MD, MPH, James N. Jarvis, MD, Lee M. Pachter, DO, and 
Leslie R. Walker-Harding, MD, “Racism as a public health issue” APS racism series: at the 
intersection of equity, science, and social justice  

• September 11, 2020: DeWayne M. Pursley MD, MPH, Tamera D. Coyne-Beasley, MD, MPH, 
Gary L. Freed, MD, MPH, Leslie R. Walker-Harding, MD, and Joseph L. Wright, MD, MPH, 
“Organizational solutions: calling the question” APS racism series: at the intersection of equity, 
science, and social justice 

• September 6, 2020: Scott Denne, MD, and Christine Caldwell, MD, Rigorous and consistent 
evaluation of diagnostic tests in children: another unmet need  

• July 26, 2020: Tina Cheng, MD, Margaret Moon, MD, and Michael Artman, MD, Shoring up the 
safety net for children in the COVID-19 pandemic 

5. Advocating for Academic Pediatrics 

Supporting Academic Pediatricians During the COVID-19 Pandemic 

As the COVID-19 pandemic continues, the PPC's advocacy has been responsive to the changing needs of 

children and academic pediatricians in this challenging environment. There is a growing urgency to 

address the long-term effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on children's mental and physical health, 

educational outcomes, and long-term developmental trajectories. The PPC is also concerned about the 

impact of lab closures and research delays on the pediatric research pipeline, particularly the 

implications for early career researchers. In light of these evolving concerns, the PPC's focus has shifted 

towards addressing these longer-term implications. However, the PPC continues to advocate for 

additional foundational supports for the health care system, public health infrastructure, and social 

safety net. For instance, the PPC has sent a letter to Congress focused on such issues as supplemental 

funding for the NIH and other science funding agencies to account for the costs of grant extensions and 

research delays, direct payments to all pediatricians, including academic pediatricians, to address dire 

revenue shortfalls from deferred care, and increased federal support for Medicaid to ensure that the 

primary funder of child health services remains strong. The PPC is also working to highlight the 

importance of including children in coronavirus-related research as a key to better understanding how 

the virus is transmitted and bringing the pandemic to an end. 

Pediatric Subspecialty Loan Repayment 

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41390-020-01219-2
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41390-020-01219-2
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41390-020-01166-y
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41390-020-01166-y
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41390-020-01132-8
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41390-020-01132-8
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41390-020-01132-8
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41390-020-01131-9
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41390-020-01131-9
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41390-020-01141-7
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41390-020-01141-7
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41390-020-01142-6
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41390-020-01142-6
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41390-020-01110-0
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41390-020-01110-0
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41390-020-1071-7
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41390-020-1071-7
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In March, Congress passed the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act, which 

reauthorized the Pediatric Subspecialty Loan Repayment Program (PSLRP) for five years. The 

reauthorization of PSLRP represents a major advocacy victory for the PPC after multiple years of efforts 

to renew the program, including leading several Subspecialty Days of Action, and will help to bolster the 

pipeline of pediatric researchers. As such, the PPC has now turned its efforts to securing initial funding 

for the program through the annual appropriations process and will be advocating for Congress to 

include $50 million in funding for the program in FY 2022 appropriations. The PPC recently developed 

an action alert urging academic pediatricians to call their U.S. representatives in support of funding for 

PSLRP and will share a similar action alert for the Senate soon. 

Inclusion of Children in Biomedical Research 

The inclusion of children in federally funded biomedical research has long been a priority of the PPC. 

Following the December 2017 publication of the National Institutes of Health (NIH)'s updated Inclusion 

Across the Lifespan policy, the PPC has shifted its advocacy efforts to inclusion implementation issues. 

The inclusion policy requires all newly funded studies for which applications were submitted from 

January 2019 onward to submit deidentified demographic data, including age at enrollment, for trial 

participants. The availability of this data will allow the NIH to enforce the longstanding requirement 

that children be included in NIH-funded research for the first time. The PPC is advocating for the NIH to 

proactively use the data available under this policy to drive forward the inclusion of children in research 

now and in the future. The PPC continues to advocate for the NIH to create a standardized reporting 

"dashboard" for use by NIH program officers and extramural investigators to help address recruitment 

and enrollment issues in real time, the creation of standardized pediatric age groupings to simplify and 

elucidate the data, and regular public reporting of the data.  

Gun Violence Prevention 

In a historic victory for pediatric research advocacy, Congress provided $25 million in funding for gun 

violence prevention research in the Fiscal Year (FY) 2020 appropriations bill and continued that funding 

in FY 2021. The funding is split evenly between the NIH and the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC) to identify effective interventions to reduce the injury and death associated with 

firearms. The PPC is urging Congress to double funding for this research to $50 million in FY 2022, a 

request that was mirrored by President Biden in his initial FY 2022 budget proposal.  

In follow-up to this advocacy success, the PPC sent a letter to leadership at the NIH, CDC, and HHS to 

highlight top research priorities in this space. The advocacy of academic pediatricians was essential to 

securing this victory. The PPC was instrumental in developing the funding request that led to this 

important bipartisan agreement, thanks to academic pediatricians' unique perspectives at the 

intersection of child health and research, and was part of a coalition of over 200 organizations urging 

Congress to fund gun violence prevention research.  

Sign-On Letters 
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In the last year, the PPC organizations have signed on to a number of letters on federal legislation, 

appropriations, and regulatory issues. Topics covered in these letters include: 

• Urging supplemental Census funding in COVID-19 relief package, June 22, 2020 

• Endorsement of the Research Investment to Spark the Economy Act (RISE Act), a bill to provide 

additional funding to NIH and other science funding agencies to address pandemic-related research 

disruptions, July, 8, 2020 

• Letter to U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement urging the release of children and parents 

from ICE-run family detention facilities, July 16, 2020 

• Request for action on pending Medicaid Section 1115 demonstrations to reduce racial disparities, 

July 20, 2020 

• Letter to NIH Human Fetal Tissue Research Ethics Advisory Board reiterating the importance of 

human fetal tissue in biomedical research, July 28, 2020 

• Urging Congress to extend statutory reporting deadlines in COVID-19 relief package, August 6, 2020 

• Request for emergency supplemental funding for NIH of at least $15.5 billion in COVID-19 relief 

package, August 6, 2020 

• Funding for Pediatric Subspecialty Loan Repayment Program of $50 million in FY21, August 25, 2020 

• Preliminary Framework for Equitable Allocation of COVID-19 Vaccine, September 4, 2020 

• Letter to Department of Homeland Security regarding potential lapse in medical services contract 

for Customs and Border Protection facilities, September 22, 2020 

• Endorsement of the 2020 Census Deadlines Extension Act, September 25, 2020 

• Endorsement of the Accelerating Kids' Access to Care Act, a bill to create a limited pathway for child 

health providers to enroll in multiple state Medicaid programs, October 22, 2020 

• Letter urging Congress to pass the 2020 Census Deadlines Extension Act to ensure sufficient time 

for data processing activities critical to accuracy of the Census, October 23, 2020 

• Letter to Department of Homeland Security opposing proposal to eliminate “duration of status” as 

a period of authorized stay for J-1 physician trainees, October 26, 2020 

• Letter to Biden Transition Team on Biomedical Research Issues, December 4, 2020 

• Urging Congress to include the VACCINES Act and Community Immunity During COVID-19 Act in 

COVID-19 relief package, December 4, 2020 

• Letter to Biden Transition Team urging them to immediately lift the Trump administration’s 

restrictions on fetal tissue research, January 7, 2021 

• Thanking Congress for adding 1,000 new Medicare-supported graduate medical education (GME) 

slots in year-end spending/COVID-19 relief legislation, January 27, 2021 

• Funding request for NIH in FY22 of $46.1 billion, a $3.2 billion increase, February 5, 2021 

• Letter to Biden administration urging quick action to approve pending section 1115 demonstration 

projects aimed at extending postpartum Medicaid coverage, February 5, 2021 

• Urging Congress to include the Community Immunity During COVID-19 Act in COVID-19 relief 

package, February 5, 2021 

• Letter to HHS urging the withdrawal of a proposed rule imposing further restrictions on the use of 

fetal tissue in NIH research, February 12, 2021 
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• Funding request for AHRQ in FY22 of $500 million,  February 22, 2021 

• Funding for Pediatric Subspecialty Loan Repayment Program of $50 million in FY22, March 2, 2021 

• Support for the Kids’ Access to Primary Care Act, March 16, 2021 

• Funding for gun violence prevention research at CDC and NIH of $50 million, a doubling of current 

funding, March 25, 2021 

• Funding for Title VII health professions and Title VIII nursing workforce development programs in 

FY22 of $1.51 billion, March 17, 2021  

• Funding for Emergency Medical Services for Children Program in FY22 of $22.3 million, March 24, 

2021 

• Funding for Title V Maternal and Child Health Block Grant in FY22 of $750 million, March 24, 2021 

• Funding for Pediatric Mental Health Care Access Program in FY22 of $10 million, March 25, 2021 

• Funding for Funding for National Center for Health Statistics in FY22 of $200 million, March 29, 

2021 

• Written testimony to the Senate Judiciary Committee regarding policies to reduce gun violence, 

March 30, 2021 

• Funding for Children’s Hospital Graduate Medical Education Program in FY22 of $485 million, 

March 31, 2021 

• Funding for NICHD in FY 22 of $1.7 billion, April 5, 2021 

6. PPC to Hold Sessions at Virtual PAS 2021 

The PPC will host three sessions at the virtual Pediatric Academic Societies (PAS) meeting in May 2021. 

The first session, the PPC’s Legislative Breakfast session, entitled “The Impact of the 2020 Election on 

Child Health” will feature remarks from Dr. Peter Hotez and Mark Del Monte, JD, AAP chief executive 

officer and executive vice president will also speak during the panel.  

 

The PPC will also hold a State-of-the-Art Plenary session examining the toll of gun violence on young 

people and the role of public health research in addressing it. The plenary will feature a panel 

discussion moderated by former PPC representative Shale Wong, MD, MSPH, with remarks from 

pediatric research and public health experts in gun violence.   

 

Finally, the PPC will host a third session highlighting critical topics in child health advocacy. The session, 

titled " The Next 4 Years: Forecasting Child Health Policy Issues," will feature timely speakers discussing 

such issues as health care coverage, research funding, and more. 


